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Some Obfervations on the natural Strength and Security 
of this Kingdom. 


Believe every one of my Readers 
hath run before me, in this Part of 
the Argument, and concluded that 
} I mean, Ay our natural Strength, the 
Royal Navy of England and the 
} known Bravery of our People; who 
28 might be eafily form’d into a regu- 
4g Jar Militia, fufficient to anfwer all 
the Purpofes of a franding Army. 

On thefe two Bulwarks our Anceftors have rely'd 
with Safety for many Generations, and the moft glorious 
of our former Kings have defired no other Guard, in 
Times of Peace abroad, though They had powerful Com. 
pet'tors ond Parties againft Them within the Bowels of 
the Kingdom ; for even during the long and bloody Con- 
tefts berween the Houfes of York and Lancaffer, it is very 
remarkable that whichever Party happen’d to prevail, 
They disbanded their Army, as foon as the Action was 
over, and f-orn’d to fecure Themfelves, by fubjecting the 
Kingdom to a military Government. 

Thefe Points have been fully explain’d already by feve- 
ral Writers of the firft Note ; but the conftant Reitera- 
tion of the fame Arguments for the Continuance of a 
franding Army, from Time to Time, make it neceflary to 
repeat the fame Antidotes againft them, by inculcating 
nto the Minds of the People where their real Strength and 
Security confit. 

I will begin with our maritime Force; by which I 
mean our commercial Navigation, with all the vaft Advan- 
tages arifing from it, as well as our Ships of War. 

I fuppofe it wit! not be deny’d that We are at prefent 
poffeft of the fineft Navy. both for Number and Strength, 
in the whole World ; perhaps, I might add a much finer 
one than Enz/and itfelf could ever boaft of before, in any 
Age; unlefs it hath been fuffer’d to decline very lately ; 
which I hope We have no Reafon to fuppofe, or believe. 

It will likewife be allowed that no Country excells us 

‘jn the Skill, Bravery and Hardinefs of our Seamer. This 





Attempts from abroad. It is this maritime Force, com- 
mercial as well as military, and not the Number of our 
regular Troaps (as the honourable Gentleman is pleated to 
aflert ) by which every State meafures our Strength, and 
on which our Influence and Credit, in the publick Negoti- 
ations of Europe, muft intirely depend. 

But Weare told by Mr. Walfingham that there can be 
no abfolute Dependence on a naval Force, to oppofe or de- 
feat an Invafion of this Iftand. Did any Writer ever 
affert that Wecan abfolately depend on a naval Force + 
or will any Body preterd to fay that there is any ad- 
Jolute Dependence on a ftanding Army; or on both an 
Army and a Fleet ; or, indeed, on any human Security 
whatfoever ; as We found, to our Benefit, at the late g/o- 
rious Revolution? Armies may revolt of their own Accord ; 
or be corrupted ; or farpriz’d; or pofted in wrong Pla- 
ces; or drawn into Ambutcades ; befides other Accidents 
and Contingences of the like Nature, which are common 
to Armies, as well as Fleets. But what We aflert is, that 
England, as an [fland, may depend with infinitely more 
Security on a Fleet than a ftanding Army. .This is un- 
doubtedly true; and This is fufficient for our prefent 
Purpofe. 

We know, fays He, that the fame Wind, which brings 
the Invader upon our Coafts, will often fout up our 
Fleets ix cur own Harbours. To illuftrate This, He 
adds the following Inftance, by Way of Queition.—— 
Did not King James the fecond’s Fleet /ye Wind bound 
in the Mouth of the Thames, toben the Prince of O- 
range fail’d by in his Paffage to Torbay, where He 
landed ? 

This is the old fta'e Topick, which hath been con- 
ftantly trampt up to fhew the Neceflity of a ffanding 
Army, in Times of Peace, from the right honourable Au- 
thor of the Battancinc Letter, in King William's 
Reign, down to another right honourable Gentleman and 
bis Advocates, at prefent. But it hath been fo often 
anfwer’d, in the ftrongeft and cleareft Manner, that I 
fhall contra& my Obfervations upon it into as fhort a 
Compafs as poflible. 

One would be inclin’d to think, from this Way of 











is amply confefs’d ty the Conduct of ail Nations, even the 
worft of our Enemics, who have left no Arts untry’d to 

“delude Them into their Service ; and I heartily with 
They had not fucceeded fo we'l in their Attempts. 

Our principal Intereit therefore confifts in maintaining 
a flrong nava’ Power, and encouraging an extended Com- 
merce. 'Thele tzeo Points have a matual and neceflary 
Desendence on eich other; for as Tra/e cannot be car- 
ryei to any great Height, in the prefent Circum*ances 
of Affairs, without a fufficient Power to protect it againft 
all our Enemies and Competitors; fo neither is it poflitle 
for us to keep up {uch a Power, without the Advantages 
of a large and fourifbing Trade. 

In the next Place, a flri€t Regulation ought to be ob- 
ferved in the Management of our Marine; by making a 
jot Difpofition of xzaval Preferments; and giving our 
Sailors all poflible Encouragement to continue in our Ser- 
vice, by cos Usage, regular Payment, and prohib'ting 
their Officers from defrauding Them of their /ega/ 
Rigit 

The common Method of manning our Fleets by m- 
prefing is another Point, which deferves particular No- 
tice. Tam verily perfuade!, for my own Part, that this vi- 
olent Way of proceeding hath thinn’d our Fleets and tempt- 
edou Moriners to enter into foreign Service more than 
any Thing elfes unlels it be pinching their Pellies and 
cheating Them of their juft Dues; two Hardhips, which 
@ brave Englifb Sailor can never forgive, and which 
ought, indeed, to be feverely punifhed I don’t know 
how far this Pradlice of Impreffing may le authorized by 
Cufter: and song Ufage; but it is fo far from being war- 
ranted oy anv Law, as far as I cah find, that it {eems in- 
confiftent with Magna Charta it felf, and the common 
Rights of ali Eng/ifhiven eftablithed by it. Sare [ am, that 
itcorries a very arbitrary Air, and looks more Jike a Txr- 
kite than an Enzlifb Cuftom, 10 fee an induftrious poor 
Men eiz’d in the Streets, or upon the Water, by a Gang 
of Ruffiars, and ¢droge’d away, like a Felon, from his Bu- 
finefs and his Family, againft his Confent, and without any 
Convittion of Guilt, by a /aceful Trial cf bis Countrymen. 
It is likewile of very perricious Confequence to Trade and 
Merchandixe, a8 well as prejudicial to the Service of our 
Nevy. But This is fo torious a Subdje€t, thot J mutt 
defer the farther Examinat’oa of it to fome other Op- 
portunity, and fhail now proceed to the Point in Hand. 

Whil We are able to keep up fuch a zapal Power, in 
its full Vigour, by empdoying it in the Protection, En- 
couragement ard Extenfion of our Commerce, by which 
only it can be fupported, We fhall eafily maintain the So- 
wrreignty of the Seas; and whilf We continue Matters of 

‘ that Element, We may {afcly ce‘pife any Invafions, of 








Reafoning, that 2 seval Armament, {ufficient to con- 
quer England, could be equipp’d all on a fudden and in 
the Dark, without giving us, or any of our Allies, the 
leift Alarm 3 whereas nobody can be ignorant that the 
neceflary Preparations for fuch an Enterprize take up 
a great deal of Time, and require fuch a Number of 
Ships, both for Tranfports and Convoys, that all Eu- 
rope muit be faft afleep, if it fhould pals unobferved. 
It is well known that the Spanifo Armada (at that Time, 
the Terror of the whole World) confilted of but eighteen 
thoufand: Mea; and it is ftill frefh in our Memory that 
King William brought over but fourteen thoufand, in fix 
or feven hundred Ships; fo that nothing but the moft 
egregious Indolence, or even Sottifhneis, ean ever ex- 
pofe us to fuch an Attempt, without fome Warning and 
Time for Defences 

This feems to have been the Cafe of the late King 
fames; who, very happily for us, paid no Regard to 
all the repeated Advices from France, concerning the 
Prince of Orange's Defign, and could not be induced to 
believe it, till the Prince declared his Intentions Him(felf, 
and was preparing to fet Sail from Ho//and. 

As to King James’s Fleet lying Wind-bound in the 
Month of the Thames, when the Prince of Orange /ail'd 
éy, it hath been much doubted whether our De/iverer 
was not, at leaft, as much obliged to the Affections of 
the Officers and Seamen, who compos'd that Fleet, as 
to the Winds, for his Paflage to YZorbay, without any 
Mo'eftation. 

But however that Affair might ftand, it is certain 
that fuch a Difpofition might be made of our Fiect, 
upon any Apprchenfions of Danger, that it would be ex 





ceedingly difhicult for any confideratle Squadron t> efcape 
us.—The Spanifh Invafion of Scot/and, in the lal Reign, 
with an Army of three hundred Men, is fo very ridicu- 


| lous a Proof of our Infecurity, and the Unreafonable 


nefs of depending on a aava/ Power, that I am afhamed 
to take «ny farther Notice of it. I fuppofe, it was 
mention’d only for Want of be:ter Arguments. 

Butlet us go farther ftill, and allow.every Thing, which 
the Advocates for flanding Armies can pofibly desire. 
Let us fuppofe that fome foreign Power, in the Inte. 
reft of the Pretender, fhould conjure up a great sazva/ 
Armament, allon a fudden, without any Body’s Notice, 
and find Means to fteal it into England, by the Aifitt. 
ance of adark Night, or a favourable Wind ; yet I fhould 
be glad to know what They are to do, when They get 
here; for though They might land upon us, in fuch 

















a clandeftine Manner, [ prefume it would not be alto 
‘gether fo eafy for Them to feulk back — or a very 
‘difficult Matter for us to intercept their Supp!ics. 


The Cafe then is thus, (as I chufe to exprefs it in 
Mr. Trenchard’s Words) that twenty thoufand Men, of 
which very few can be Horle, are landed in England, 
without any human Probability of being fupply'd from 
abroad. . 

This Army, fays He, /ball never march twenty Miles 
into the Country; for They cannot put Thellifelves in a 
marching Pofture in lefs thana¥orwight, or three Weeks, 
and by that Time We may have 100,000 Militia drawn 
down upon Them; whereof 10,000 fhall /e Horle, and 
as many Dragoons as We pleafei ‘and if this Militia 
does nothing elje but drive the Country, ent off their 
Foragers and Stragglers + pofi/i Themfelves of the Defilees, 
and intercept Provifions, their Army muf? be deflroyed in 
@ foort Time. ; 

If this Reafoning is juft, inany Degree, and it was 
never yet anfwer'd, what Danger can We poflibly ap- 
prehend from fuch an Invafion, when our Militia is 
back’d with a Body of five or fix theufand regular Troops 
befides a fufficient Number to man our Garri/ons and fe- 
cure Scotland ? . 

This was the Op‘nion of the late Duke of Mar//o- 
rough ; who declared, as I have been told, upon a very 
important Occafion, that He would underteke to defeat 
any Body of Men, which could poflibly be landed up- 
on us by Surprize, with only his own Regiment of 
Guards, twoor three Regiments of Dragoons, and {och 
a Train of Arti‘lery. as He could eafily draw out againft 
Them 5 whereas They could not poflibly bring any with 
Them of any Confequence. Befides, it ought to be 
confidered that having no fortify'd Towns to fecure Them- 
felves, till People could come in to join Them, it would 
be impoilible for Them ta ftand long againft fuch a Force. 

King William, indeed, found an eafy Paffage thro® 
all thefe Obftzcles, by a wonderful Concurrence of In- 
cidents in his Favour; yet even all Thefe might not 
have been fufficient, if the Way had not been paved 
for Him by that well-grounded Difafieftion, which had 
fpread itfelf fo generally amotg' all Ranks of People 
not only in Town and Counffy, sot only in the Camp, 
the Fleet and the Court, but amongft his Favourites, his 
Relations, and even his very Children Tnemfelves. 

To This the sSuccefs of the Revo/ution was intirely 
owing ; and This isa demonitritive Proof that the sf 
Sections of the People are a much flronyer Security te 
the Prince than Armies, and Fleets, and Minifiirs, and 
Riches, with all the other Props and Scaffoldirgs, that 
are commonly made Ule of to fupport a Throne. 

But chis furprizing Sevies of lucky Accidents in our 
Favour, at that Time, hath been always mention’d as }it- 
tle lefs than miraculous ; and therefore nothing can be 
more unreafonable than to keep upa rum reas flai ding 
Army, in order to defeat a Coincidence of Events, w hica 
never happen’d before, and perhaps may never happen a- 
gain; for as We ought not to depend upon Miracles jor 
our Prefervation, io 1 h-pe We have done nothing to 
expect, or deferve fuch an extraordinary Interpofition 
of Providence for our Deftruétion. 

Militias are the natural, the flrongeft and moft pron, 
Defence of free Countries. They bans always tom oi 
ly'd upon in England as fuch, tll the Reiga of Kin 
Charles the fecond and were never found infufficient ; 
for when was England ever overrun by any /foreicn 
Power, againit their own Confent, for Want of a fand- 
ing Army ? 

Sir Robert Cotton teing confulted upon an important 
Occafion, in the Beginning of King Charles the firfi's 
Reign, gave this Advice at the Council-Table. * 7Z-> 
muft be, to withfand a foreign Invafion, a Proterti m of 
Sea and Land-Forces; and it is to be confider'd that no 
March by Land can be of that Speed to make Head , cainft 
the Landing of an Enemy. Then it follows, that there is 
no fuch Prevention as to be Matter of the Sea. 

For the Land Forces, if it were for on offenfive War 
the Men of \els Livelyhood were bef fpareds and Ir 
ufed formerlyto make fuch War Purgamenta Reipublice 
if We made no farther Purchafe by it. But for the 
Safety of the Commonwealth, rhe Wifdom of all Tinnes 
did never intruf? the publick Cauje to any ctber than to 
fuch as had a Portion in the publich Adventure; and 
That We faw in 1588, when the Care of the Ducen and 
of the Council did make the Body of that large Army (to 
oppofe the Spanifh Armada) no other thon of th: Train'd 
Bands 3 which, with the Auxiliaries of the Realm, amiunt- 
ed to no efi than twenty-four thoufand Men. Neither 
were any of Theje drawn forth from their Cortry pon’ 
proper Hatitations b-f.re the End of May, that it might ie 
no long Grievance ty the Publick; fach Difconte:tments 
being to us a mme fats! Enemy than any foreign Forces. 

‘© In the fame Advice to the King, He lets Him 


But torcturn ; 





“« know how the People refented his keeping wp an Army 


* See Bofhworth’s Cileaions, Fol. J. Page 469. 











* in the Winter, though We were then in War both 
“ wth France and Spain. —The Words are Thefe; 

Ani the dangerous Diffaftes to the People are net a 
little improved by the unexampled Courfe, as They con- 
ceive, of retaining an Inland Army in Winter Seafon, 
oben former Times of gencral Fear, as in 1588, produced 
none fuch; and makes Them, in their diftratted Fears, con- 
jedure idly that it was raisd cbolly to fujeA their For- 
tunes to the Will of Power rather than of Law, and to 
make good fome farther Breach upon their Liberties and 
Freedoms at home, rather than to defend us from any 
Force abroad. 

Having cited thefe Paflages, in which fuch honourable 
mention is made of Queen E/iza‘eth, I hope the Reader 
will excufe one Quotation more, which contains a Story 
of th: fume excellent Princefs, very mach to our prefent 
Purpole. 

Wien the Duke of Alenfon came crer to England, and 
Sor fome Time bad admired the Riches of the City, the 
Condu& of ber Government, and the Magnificence of ber 
Court, He@esk'd Her, amid? fo much Splendour, where 
woere ber Guards? which Queftion fhe refolved a few 
Days after, when fee took Him in ber Coach through the 
City, and pointing to the People (who received Her in 
Cronds, with repeated Acclamations) Thele, faid jhe, my 
Lord, are my Guards. Thefe have their Hands, their 
Hearts and their Purfes always ready at my Command ; 
and Thefe, fays the Author, were Guards indeed; who de- 
fended Her through a long and fuccefful Reign of forty- 
four Years againft all the Machinations of Rome, the 
Power of Spain, a difputed Title, and the perpetual Con- 
JSpiracies of her own Popith Subjects; a Security, the Ro- 
man Emperors could not boaft of, with all their Pretorian 
Band:, and their Eattern and Weftern Armies. 

Give me Leave to add, that the/e Guards are attended 
with no Jesloufies of the People, concerning their Li- 
bertics; nor with any Complaints of Surthenjome Taxes 
and Impifitions to fupport them. 

But to This it hath been objeéted, by the Asnourable 
Gentleman and his Advocates, that the Circumftances of 
Europe are intirely alter'd in this Relpe@s that formerly 
the Armies of all Nations confifted in Militias only ; 
whereas, at prefent, there isno State in Europe, which does 
not keep up a Body of regular For-es 5 and therefore it is 
abjolutely necegary for Us to do the fame, for our own 
Security. 

[ have drawn up this Objeétion in its full Force, and 
will now give it a particular Reply. 

In the frfl Place, I muft confeis, and I do it very free- 
ly, that Mi/itias were criginally the on/y fanding Force 
in a] Nations; but how came thefe pop./ar Guards to 
be turn'd into ssercenary Armies? I am afraid We fhall 
find, upon Examination, that this Alteration took Place 
much about the fime Time that other Alterations were 
made in the Conftitution of their Governments, and when 
mott of the 7722 States of Europe were converted into 
abfolute Monarchies. Nay, if We enquire a little farther, 
I believe it will appear that, in every particular State, the 
Lofs of Lilerty and the Eftablithment of fanding Armies 
have conflantly gone Hand in Hand; or that oxe hath 
been immediately fucceeded by the other. 

I mutt therefore take the Liberty to ovferve, that This 
is avery bad Argument for perpetuating a flanding Army 
in Enc/and, and carries the moft infamous Reflection on 
his prefent Majefty’s Reign. 

The otber Part of the Objeétion (that there is no 
State, at prejent, in Europe, which does not keep up a Body 
of regular Forces,) I take to be falfe s or at leaft fo, in 
fome Deg e:3 for are there no Inft:nces of any Countries, 
now in Eurore, where Militias are intrufted with the 
Safeguard of the Community? Even in Ho//end it felf 
(though fituated on the Continent, near powerful Neigh- 
hours) are not the Jn’and and Trading Towns defended 
by the Burzhers Themfelves 5 and is not This the Cafe 
of the Swif Cantons, as well as of feveral free States in 
Ltaly and Germany? 

But fuppoling there were no fuch Inftances at prefent, 
ani that mercenary Armirs are grown fafhionable all over 
E -rope s why matt We follow the Example of other Nati- 
01s, without the fame Reafon;fince the Sea is our Frontier, 
and will effectually preferve us from any fudden Infults 
and Incurfions ? In Queen E/izatech’s Reign, the Spa 
niards maintain’d a large /anding Army in Flanders, 
which is as near us a8 France; and yet that wife Princeft 
did not think it neccflary to fecure Herfelf, or to curb 
her People, with the fame mercenary Forces, though Philip 
was her implacable Enany, and there was a powerful 
Party in the Kingdom, continually plotting againit her 
Lite. Nay, even when the mighty Arma, compofed 
of regular Trocps, was juft ready to bur upon Her, the 
trulled to the antient Detence of the Kingdom, and ad- 
van’d gaint Them at the Head of her-Triin’d Bands.—~ 
I fhould therefore be glad to know the Reafons why a 
Militia may not be mate as capable of defending their 
Country now, as in Ler Time. 

I woul aot be thought to mean that our prefent wx 
train'd Bands are fit ‘or this Service, or indeed for any 
Service, befides furnifhing the Town with a ridiculous 
Diverfion, and cramming their Guts at the Expence of 
th-ir induftrious Fellow-Subje&ts. For this Reafon, They 
have been Jong laid afide, for the Eafe of the People, in 
all the Counties of Enpland, except Micdlefex; where 
there feems, at pre ent, to be the Jeait Oceafion for Them ; 
and where an Intermitlion, for ome Year, gave the Inhabi- 
tints Reafon to hope fora continued Relief, as long as it 





fhall be judg’d neceliary to keep up fo large a Number of 











rézular Forces$ but We may fee, even from this Inftance, 
how hard it is to deliver ourfelyes from an Amy, of any 
Kind, when once eftablifh'd 5 fo juft is that witty Sarcaim 
of the late Mr.Gay i 

Soldiers are perfe Devils in their Way, 

When once They re raid, They're curfed bard to lay. 

But nothing can be more abfard and contrary to 
Reafon than to fuppofe that the Militia cannot be made 
ufeful. From whence is our prefent Army rais'd and 
recruited but from the Body of the People ?—Are there not 
Muttitudes ftill left behind, made of the fame rugged Ma- 
terials ; capable of undergoing the fame Hardfhips 3 and 
fearle(s to partake in the fame Dangers ?— Is the requifite 
Knowledge and Art of a common Soldier fo very hard to 
be attained ; or does the calling a Man by a different 
Name, and clapping a red Coat upon his Back make fuch 
a wonderful Change in his Conftitution? May not a 
great Part of the prefent Army, when disbanded, and 
even fome of the Officers be incorporated into the Mi- 
litia; and will They lofe any Part of their Courage, or 
their Skill by fuch an Alteration ? But it is ridi- 
culous to propofe any Scheme, of this Kind, whilit there is 
fo manifeft a Difinclinationto the Thing itfelf,and whilit 
no Pains are {pared to make the Mittia contemptible, 
as well as ufelefs. Whenever any Man in Power fhall 
think fit to fet about fuch a Work in Earneft, and upon 
an honeft Plan, He will not want Propofals and Affiit- 
ance enough to effeét it—God knows many Things, of 
a more difficuit and intricate Nature, have been accom- 
plifh’d with incredible Succefs ! 

But if it fhould be ftill infifted on, that the Circum- 
ftances of Europe are fo much alter’d, as to put us on a 
Level with our Neighbours on the Continent; if our 
Situation on an Jfand is become of fo much lefs Secu- 
rity than it wasa Century ago ; If our Navy and Militia 
are grown of little orno Ule; but it is abfolutely necef- 
fary, for the Satety of the pre/ent, royal Family, to per- 
petuate a wumerous Randing Army in this Kingdom ; if 
This, I fay, fhou'd be our Cafe, what isto be done? Is it 
not incumbent upon us, asa free People, vo think of fome 
farther Regulations, which may render this Army as 
little dangerous as poflible to the Pud/ick, as well as uneafy 
to the Officers Themfelves, by afcertaining the Road to 
military Preferments, making their Comrvij/ions lefs preca- 
rious, and their Conduct, in other Stations, equally in 
dependent with the reit of their Fellow-Subjects. 
But This is too nice a Point for me to explain; for I 
may be charg’d, perhaps, with attacking the Preroga- 
tive, or endeavouring to ftir up Sedition in the Army ; 
yet whatever Interpretation may be put on thefe Pa 
pers, (and Experience tells me that I muft not expeét a 
very candid one) I am fully convinced that fomething 
of this Kind would be no lefs for the Honour of dis 
Majefly, and the Stability of the Succeffion in his reya/ 
Houfe, than for the Intereft of popular Liberty and the 
Prefervation of our Conffitution ; as 1 would undertake 
to demonftrate, if I were allow’d to {peak with Freedom 
on fo tender a Sudje€. 














On Monday next will be Publifead, in Ofavo, 
An ARGUMENT againt EXCISES, in 


feveral Effays ; firft publifhed in the Craitiman and now 
collefed together. 

By Cares D’Anvers, of Gray’s-Inn, E/7; 

Excise, a Monfter worfe than eer before 

Frighted the Midwife, and the Mcther tore; 

A thoufand Hands foe bath, a thoufand Eyes, 

Breaks iiio Shops and into Cellars pries 5 

With hundred Rows of Teeth the Shark exceeds, 

And on all Trades, lite Calawar, foe. feeds § 

Chops off the Piece, wheréer jhe clofe the Faw, 

Elje feo.llows all down ber indented Maw ; 

She falks all Day in Streets, conceald from Sight, 

And flies, like Bats, with leathern Wings by Night ; 

She waftes the Country, and on Cities preys; 

Her of a female Harpy, in Dog-Days,. _ 

Black Birch, of all the Earth-born Race moft bet, 

And moft rapacious, like Himfelf bego?, 

And of bis Brat enamour'd, as fh’ increaft, 

Revell’d in Inceft with the Mongrel Bea/t. 

A. MarRveEL. 

Printed by H. HAINES at Mr. FRANCKLIN’s ia Ruffel- 

ftreet, Covent-Garden. [Price One Shilling.) 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Amfperdam, Fan. g. It is advifed from Conflantine- 
ple, ‘That the Deputies of the Regency of Algiers 
wee departed thence, intheir Return home, after ha- 
ving obtaiu’d a large Subfidy from the Grand Seignior, 
and a Promife of powerful Affiftance againft the Spani- 
ards, if the latter reftore not Oram; and it is added, 
that the Porte was equipping a Flect of Ships of War 
with all Diligence. 

LONDON, January 6. 

In our laft we gave the Publick an Account of the Re- 
folutions of the London Merchants, &c. againft Excises 
from the Dai/y Papers; which being imperfeét, We think 
our felves obliged to fupply the Defeéts in our prefent by 
a true Copy of the faid Refolutions ; viz. 

At a Meeting of a great Number of Citizens, Mer. 
chants and Traders, of the City of London, the 22d of 
December, 1732+ They unanimoufly Refolved, 

That the Citizens, Merchants, and Traders, here pre- 
fert, will a& with the utmeft Unanimity, and by all du- 
tiful and lawful Methods, flrenuoufly oppofe any new Ex- 








cife, or any Extenjfion of the Excife Laws, wnder what. 
ever Name, or Pretence, it may be attempted. 

That the Commitee, appointed for that Purpofe, do 
wait on the Four Reprefentatives of this City with the 
faid Refolution ; and, in the moit earneft Manner, re- 
queft them, in the Name of the faid C'tizens, Merchants, 
and Traders, to oppofe, with the utmoft Vigour and Re- 
folution, any Motion of that Kind in the Houfe of Com- 
mons ; for fhould fuch Excije, or Extenjion of Excife 
Laws take Effeét, it will be highly prejudicial to the 
Trade, Manufafares, and Navigatior, as well as dange- 
rous to the Liberties of the whele Kingdom. 

That the faid Committee do wait on every Citizen, 
who has a Seat in Parliament, with the fame Refolution 
and Requett. 

We hear from Liverpool that at a general Mee ing of 
the Merchants and Traders of that Corporation on Sa- 
turday \aft, They came to the fame Refoluiions with 
the Gentlemen of Londom, againft any farther E x- 
CISES. 

On Wennefday laft there was a Meeting of the prin- 
cipal Traders of the Borough of Southwark, when They 
refulved to depute ¢roper Perfons to wait on their two 
Reprefentatives, and earnejily to cefire them to oppofe 
any Motion that fhall be made in the Houfe of Com- 
mons for anew Excise. 

Yefterday fe’nnight there was a Meeting of the Depu- 
puties of the {everal Congreg.tions of the Diffenters in 
and about this City for receiving the Report of the Com- 
mittee that were appointed to confider the Matter, 
touching an Application to Parliament for the Repeal of 
the Corporation and Teft Aéts, when Samuel Ho'd r, 
Efqs Chairman, told them that the Committee had re- 
new’'d their Applications for that Purpofe and came to the 
following Refolutions. 

Refolved that an Application to Parliament for a Re- 
peal or Explanation of the Corporation and Teft Acts is 
not like to be attended with Succefs. 

Refolved, that upon this Confideration, fuch Applica- 
tion is apprehended by no means advifeable. 

We hear from the Theatre Royal in Drury-lane, that 
there is now in Rehearfal, and will bererform’d in a 
Fortnight’s Time. a new Comedy, call’d the MISER; 
al:er'd from Moliere, and adapted to the Englith Stage, 
by Mr Fielding. 

Letters from Weybridge fay, that feveral mad Dogs 


have been kil]’d in that Neighbourhood and about Guild- | 


ford in Surrey, having done much Harm, befides terrify- 
ing the Inhabitants ; and that the Inhabitants of Cherticy 
have commenc’d a Suit with a noble Lord at Weybridge 
for taking away a Foot Bridge over a little Brcok, whieh 
has been there upwards of fixty Years, and would te of 
great Detriment to the People of both Towns if not fet 
up again. 

Letters from Chefter advife, that at Six o” Clock 
Prayers at the Cathedral on Chriftmas Morning the Mob 
kick’d a Foot-Ball in the broad Iile at the beginning of 
Divine Service, and about the Middle of it went into the 
Choir, put out the Candles, abus’d and pull’d the Rea- 
der out of the Desk, and the Congregation went out in 
the Dark as well as they could. 

On Saturday Night laft Thomas Leftock, Eq; late 
Commodore of a Squadron of Ships in the Welt-Indies, 
arrived here with his Lady from Jamaica. 

Orders have been fent from the Admiralty to the Mi- 
fler Builders of his Matefly’s Yards at Chatham and 
Portfmouth, for equipping and cleaning feveral Men of 
War, to be ready fur the Sea Service. 

Samuel Kent, of Vaux-Hall, E(gs goes down next Week 


to Ipfwich, to make Intereft to reprefent that Borouels 


in Parliament, in the Room of Coil. Negus, deceiled 5 
but we hear that he will be oppofed by Mr. Wollaston of 
Ipfwich. 

The Refolution, Capt. Boon, bound from Malaga to 
Briftol, was lately plunder'd by the Spaniards of Gibral- 
tar. who detain’d the Ship fome Time, under Pre ence 
of taking-her for an Algerine. 

We hear that a Squadron of Men of War, from 40 to 
80 Guns, will be fent up the Mediterranean, to demand 
Satisfation for feveral Depredations that have been com- 
mitted on our Merchints in thofe Parts. 

There has lately been exported to Port about goco 
Quarters of Wheat, they having had a very bad Har- 
veft in that Country; the Plaatations and other Places 
have alfo fai.’d, fo that it’s believ’d a confiderable Quan- 
tity of that Grain will ffeedily be exported, fome Ships 
having lately arrived at Lynn in Norfolk, in order to bry. 

Acc. Wedneiday a Boat was over-fet near Barn-Eluis, 
and two Paflengers were drown’d. 

Dead. Monday dy’d at her Houfe in PalJ-Mall, the 
Countefs of Clanrickard, Reli& of the Earl of Clanrick- 
ard, who dy’d Nov. 29, 1726, and Mother of the pre- 
fent Earl, who is a Minor. ——- Laft Week dy’d at her 
Houle in Kenfington Square, Madam Saiah Houblon, the 
only furviving Daughter of Sir James Houblon, Knt. 
—Laft Week Mr. Hunt, a Gentleman of a very plen- 
tiful Eftate in Yorkfhire, going into Kent to tranfaét 
fome Affairs, was fuddenly tiken with a vomiting of 
Blood at at Inn at Dartford, and dicd —On Saturday 
laft died, at his Houfe in Greenwich, Tl.cophilus Yong, 
Efqs; formerly a Trader tothe Coaft of Alrica, who is 
faid to have died worth 70,ocod. which he has lefr to 
his Daughter, a Maiden Lady. 


Thurfday South Sea Stock was 105. South Sea An- 
nuiy 110 4 Sth. Bank 1503 gths. India is6 1 hali. 
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